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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 18 objected to because of the following informalities: The recited limitation 
of "said user system" is not in parent claim 16. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 9, 13-14, 17, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bushnell (US Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0120504 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Bushnell discloses a method for providing a privacy 
management service in a telephone system, said method comprising: 

initiating a telephone call from a subscriber telephone number to a called party 
telephone number, wherein said initiating is performed by a subscriber (Paragrpah 
0019, subscriber originates a call to a called party and dials a telephone number); 

determining if said called party telephone number is located in a subscriber 
database corresponding to said subscriber (Paragrpah 0019, system 150 at step 205 
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checks to see if the called number of the associated outgoing call is in the subscriber's 
directory); 

adding said called party telephone number to said subscriber database in 
response to said determining resulting in not locating said called party telephone 
number in said subscriber database (Paragrpah 0019, if the called number is not in the 
subscriber's database, system adds the called number to the subscriber's database); 
and 

connecting said telephone call between said subscriber telephone number and 
said called party telephone number (Paragrpah 0019, the call is completed by the 
telephone switching system). 

Regarding claim 2, Bushnell discloses a method of inquiring subscriber 
database by sending both the calling number and called number (Paragraph 0019). 

Regarding claim 9, Bushnell discloses a system for providing a privacy 
management service in a telephone system having a service switching point in 
communication with a subscriber telephone having a subscriber telephone number, and 
a service control point in communication with the service switching point, said system 
comprising: 

an off-hook delay trigger provisioned on the subscriber line at the service 
switching point for triggering a query to the service control point whenever a telephone 
call is made from the subscriber telephone number to a called party number (Paragraph 
0019, the telephone switching system 110 sends both the calling number rand called 
number to the Click to Dial Favorites System 150); 
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a subscriber database in communication with the service control point (Fig. 1 , 
item 152); and 

a service package application on the service control point for responding to the 
query by determining whether the called party number is located in the subscriber 
database, wherein: 

when the called party number is not located in the subscriber database, the 
service package application adds the called party number to the subscriber database 
and routes the telephone call to the called party number (Paragrpah 0019, if the called 
number is not in the subscriber's database, system adds the called number to the 
subscriber's database); and 

when the called party number is located in the subscriber database, the service 
package application routes the call to the called party number (Paragrpah 0019, the call 
is completed by the telephone switching system). 

Regarding claims 13, 14, Bushnell discloses a system wherein subscriber 
database (Fig. 1, item 152) is in direct communication with service control point (Fig. 1, 
item 151). 

Regarding claim 17, Bushnell discloses a user system (Fig. 1, items 101 B, 
102B, 103B) in communication with subscriber database for updating said subscriber 
database (Paragraphs 0021-0022). 

Regarding claim 19, it recites a computer program product that substantially 
performs a method as claimed in claim 1. Bushnell discloses a system with components 
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that use computer program product as is well known in the art (Fig. 1; Paragraphs 0015- 
0016). Refer to rejection for claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-5, 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bushnell as applied to claims 1,2,9 above, and further in view of Stogel (US 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0159574 A1). 

Regarding claims 3, 4, 5, Bushnell teaches of using data network to connect to 
networked database (Telephone Directory Search Engine, Click to Dial Favorites 
System) using IP network (Paragraph 0021). 

Bushnell does not teach of signal transfer point and service control point. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Stogel teaches of database (Fig. 1 , item 
165) and accessing it over SS7 network (Fig. 1, item 161) via STP and SCP (Paragraph 
0043). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bushnell to include a centralized database that is 
accessed using SS7 network as taught by Stogel in order to make use of the existing 
secure network infrastructure of telecom service providers. 
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Regarding claim 10, refer to rejection for claim 3, claim 4 and claim 9. 

Regarding claim 11, Bushnell further teaches that the network is IP (Internet 
Protocol) data network, which connects telephone switching system, Click to Dial 
Favorites System, Telephone Directory Search Engine (Paragrpah 0021). 

5. Claims 15-16, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bushnell as applied to claims 9 above, and further in view of Weinman (US Patent 
No. 6,658,455 B1). 

Regarding claim 15, Bushnell does not teach that the subscriber database is a 
relational database. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Weinman teaches of a database (Fig. 1, 
item 110) that is relational (Fig. 1, items 105, 106, relates data in personal rule base 
with data in personal storage directory). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bushnell with a database that is related to each other as 
taught by Weinman in order to arrange data separately according to their function and 
thus keep each data entity manageable in size and hence to save real-time when 
referring to any data in it. 

Regarding claim 16, Bushnell does not teach that the subscriber database is 
accessed through a server. 
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However, in the same field of endeavor, Weinman teaches that the subscriber 
database (Fig. 1 , item 1 10) is accessed via a server (Fig. 1 , item 115) (col. 1 , II. 61 -col. 
12, II. 3). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bushnell with a database that is accessed via a server as 
taught by Weinman so that the server "regulates information flow" (Weinman, col. 1 1 , II. 
63) according to the requestor's access level as is known in the art. 

Regarding claim 18, Bushnell teaches a user system (Fig. 1, items 101B, 102B, 
103B) in communication with subscriber database (Fig. 1, item 150) via a network. 

6. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bushnell as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Pelletier (US Patent No. 
6,496,569 B2). 

Regarding claim 6, Bushnell teaches of a method further comprising: 
receiving a second telephone call at a said subscriber telephone number from a 

caller at a caller telephone number (Paragraph 0018, subscriber receives an incoming 

call); 

determining if said caller telephone number is located in said subscriber 
database (Paragrpah 0018, Click to Dial Favorites System checks to if the calling 
number of the associate incoming call is in the subscriber's database); 

connecting said second telephone call between said subscriber telephone 
number and said caller telephone number in response to said determining resulting in 
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locating said caller telephone number in said subscriber database (Paragraph 0018, the 
call is completed by the telephone switching system). 

Bushnell does not teach of transmitting telephone call to a screening application. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Pelletier teaches of transmitting 
telephone call to a screening application located on a service node (Fig. 3, item 250; 
col. 5, II. 56-65) in response to unrecognized calling party telephone number. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bushnell to transmit a telephone call to a screening 
application on a service node if the caller is not recognized as taught by Pelletier in 
order to prompt the caller to supply positive audible identification that can be delivered 
to a called party that does not accept calls from unidentified caller (Pelletier, col. 5, II. 
61-64). 

Regarding claim 7, Pelletier further teaches of transmitting request for said 
caller to provide identification data (col. 5, II. 63, request for providing name); and 
presenting options to said subscriber in response to receipt of said identification data 
(Fig. 9, steps 914, 916; col. 9, II. 19-22, accept or reject the call). 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bushnell 
and Pelletier as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Lection (US Patent 
Application Publication No. 2004/0096046 A1). 
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Regarding claim 8, Bushnell teaches of adding caller telephone number to 
subscriber database (Paragrpah 0018, if the calling number is not in the subscriber's 
database, system adds the calling number to the subscriber's database). 

Bushnell and Pelletier do not teach of a screening option of always answering a 
call and connecting the calling party to called subscriber. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Lection teaches of automatically 
answering the telephone call if the caller identification data (calling line number) 
matches an entry in the screening list maintained for the subscriber (Paragrpah 0023). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bushnell and Pelletier to automatically answer the call 
from the caller on approved list as taught by Lection in order to provide "the hands-free 
management of a telephone call without requiring the called party 170 to view the 
display of the handset 160, or to use the hands of the called party 170" (Lection, 
Paragraph 0025). 

8. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bushnell 
and Weinman as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Miller (US Patent No. 
6,944,184 B1). 

Regarding claim 12, Bushnell and Weinman do not teach of TCP. 
However, in the same field of endeavor, Miller teaches of using TCP/IP to 
connect database and SCP (col. 2, II. 40-46). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bushnell and Weinman to connect subscriber database 
to SCP using TCP/IP as taught by Miller in order to provide "a method of connecting to 
SCP units that does not require dedicated, expensive SS7 signaling links" (Miller, col. 4, 
II. 3-5). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Wattenbarger (US Patent No. 5,835,570) Voice-Directed Telephone Directory 

With Voice Access To Directory Assistance 

Bell (US Patent No. 6,549,619 B1) Method For Screening Calls 

Schwab (US Patent No. 6,631,182 B1) Call Screening Apparatus And Method 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8620. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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